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Presentation of New Colours will take place on Thursday 18th May 2017 in the Garden
of Buckingham Palace.
If anyone would like to attend, please call the RQMS in RHQ on 0207 414 3334 or
contact Major Davidson, Secretary of the Association, on 0845 230 1642 for an
application form.
You can also email the RQMS on INFHQ-FtGDS-SG-RQMS@MOD.UK or Major
Davidson on sga@scotsguards.co.uk
The cost is £35.00 per person.
News from the Branches
Aberdeen and North East of Scotland Branch
The Branch held its Annual General Meeting on Thursday 2nd February 2017 in the
Sportsman's Club, Aberdeen.
The following were appointed as Office Bearers:President:
Chairman:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Captain The Hon Jonathan Forbes
Mr David Stuart
Mr Graeme Thompson

Members of the Branch attended the Airborne Alliance, Aberdeen Burns Supper on
Friday 21st January 2017 at the Bridge of Don Barracks, Aberdeen when a good night
was had by all.
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Branch
The Branch are having a talk on Debut at Caumont - 3SG@Caaumont July 1944 by
Colin Foster, a member of the Manchester Military History Society.
This talk focuses on the conclusion of the Scots Guards' part in the first phase of the
Operation when on Hill 226, their initial objective, they were subjected to an attack by
three German Jagd@Panthers of Schwere Panzerjager Abteilung 654.
A number of Military Historians have suggested that to really understand a battle you
not only need to read a number of accounts (to have a “rounded” view), but you also
need to visit the battlefield to see the lie of the land for yourself and also war-game the
battle. Colin Foster will try to address some of these by revisiting the events of 30th July

1944 as 3rd Battalion Scots Guards (6th Guards Tank Brigade) took part in the opening
phases of Operation BLUECOAT in their first engagement in the Normandy fighting.
The Branch celebrated Burns Night on Saturday 28th January 2017 at the Datchet Golf
Club. As always, this was a very popular evening with the venue full to capacity and
mostly all paid up before Christmas. With 109 members and guests seated it was yet
another wonderful evening. Well done all attendees. Many thanks to the Branch
Committee members who planned and organised another super function. Grateful
thanks to Tam Bates who almost single handedly ensured all tables looked immaculate
for that Wow! As we all entered the room. Hats off also to the caterers who produced
the most enormous adult haggis, Ron Stephen wrestling with it for some time before he
managed to finally kill it!
The Golf Club Staff looked after us very well indeed, the food was delicious and
everyone so friendly and welcoming. It was a wonderful occasion to get together with
old friends from days gone by and to make new friends in a relaxed and friendly
atmosphere. Tam Bates welcomed everyone and then got the evening started with the
Selkirk Grace. Ron Stephen's performance of The Address to the Haggis that was
carried in by Tam Bates and piped in by Pipe Major Graham Weller was a fine rendition
for his first attempt for a wee while. However, if the Haggis gets any bigger in future
Tam Bates is going to need a crane to get it to the table. Rab Ritchie, the Branch
Secretary, kept the Immortal Memory of Robert Burns alive in his own inimitable way
by giving an updated version 258 years after the Bard's birth. The earnest Toast to the
Lassies was performed by the Branch Treasurer, Trevor Elliott, who proved to be an
ideal man for this particular task with some very salient points.
The Reply was proposed by Trevor's wife, Yvonne, who gave a highly amusing reply
and was probably very near the truth when she described men in general. After the
Toasts, the Elliotts in their 37th year of marriage, were still talking to each other and even
managed a wee kiss afterwards.
It was great to have In-Pensioner Alan Hayter (in his 90th year) join us for the evening
from the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. He was looking well and like Rabbie Burns was
certainly admired by the ladies present.
The Branch Raffle at the Burns Night raised nearly £500.00 which is a great
achievement (all prizes donated by members) for the branch and Regimental Charities.
Thanks again to everyone for taking part in the evening's entertainment and also to those
who sold raffle tickets on the night. A truly enjoyable function, well attended with
dancing into the early hours to music and songs by Tony Kearney, who ensured a full
dance floor with people singing there an' dancing here wi' great and sma'.

Trevor & Yvonne proposed the toast to both the Lassies and the Laddies respectively and afterwards are
still talking to each other and even manage a wee kiss.

It was great to see In-Pensioner Alan Hayter able to join us from the Royal Hospital Chelsea and just
like Rabbie Burns he is a bit of a man for the lassies, here with Tricia Stephen.

Border Branch
The Branch was due to hold its Annual Dinner on Friday 10th March but, due to the lack
of support the Dinner has been cancelled.
Durham, Yorkshire and North East of England Branch
The Branch has now changed their monthly meetings to an afternoon to try and
encourage more members to attend. Only 10 members and 3 ladies came along this
month but hopefully that will improve.
The Branch welcomed two new members, David Arundel from Rudston, near Driffield
and Alan Hindmarsh from Morpeth. Although Alan didn't serve in the Regiment, his
late father served in Italy in 1943 at Monte Casino with the 1st Battalion. This qualifies
him for Honorary Membership.
The next Sunday Lunch is on Sunday 5th March at the Oak Tree next to Teeside Airport.
Glasgow Branch
The Branch held its Annual General Meeting on Monday 6th February 2017 in the Polish
Club, Glasgow.
The Branch Officials that were re-elected are:
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Sir James Campbell Bt.
Captain Eddie Edmonstone
Mr Jim McArthur MBE
Mr William Brockie

Preston Branch
The Branch held its Annual General Meeting on 17th January 2017.
The following were elected as Office Bearers:
President:
Chairman:
Secretary/Treasurer:
DEATHS

Captain Ben Wallace
Mr Alf Clempson
Mr Steven Hicks

Not Members of the Association
22607470

Frederick Charles White died on 26th January 2017.
David Ley Warrington died 3rd February 2017 – MT 2SG 1960

Third Guards Club
2Lt The (5th) Earl of Eldon (John Joseph Nicholas Scott) died 30th January 2017.
Commemoration Events in Scotland – 2017
Since last summer every 2 months Neil Crockett has attended a meeting in Edinburgh of
an informal group of Associations (Edinburgh and East Scotland) from all services under
the chairmanship of Legion Scotland. This covers the area from Dundee to the Borders
and there is a similar meeting in the west. The advantage of going is that he hears of
various national events etc normally well in advance. It is also interesting to hear what
other Associations get up to. If any officials from Borders, Central, Dundee or
Edinburgh want to attend they would be welcome at meetings and the next one is
Sunday 23rd April.
This year WW1 100 year commemorations continue with the focus on the Battles of
Arras and Passchendaele. The requirement for names for Arras is coming up soon (see
below).
Battle of Arras Commemorations
Legion Scotland are planning a number of events and are seeking numbers from various
Regimental Associations. Details from Legion Scotland are as follows:Saturday 8th April 2017 (time to be confirmed/location probably Royal Scots Club,
Edinburgh)
Battle of Arras Presentation - we are delighted that Peter Hughes, author of the
Visiting the Fallen ARRAS North and Visiting the Fallen ARRAS South will deliver a
presentation outlining the battle. There is likely to be a small cost for this but all profits
will go to the Poppyscotland – Scottish Poppy Appeal.
Beating Retreat Esplanade Edinburgh Castle - open invitation to all military
Associations and Standard Bearers

(Standard bearers will be required to attend rehearsals during the day). Deadline for
participation 10 March 2017. (Organisations wishing to attend as formed bodies are
requested to inform Legion Scotland).
Reception
There will be an ARRAS 100 Reception in the Great Hall of Edinburgh Castle hosted by
the Governor of the Castle – invitation only. (Guest List likely to include those
attending the Service in the Scottish National War Memorial).
Full details and formal invitations will be provided by Legion Scotland by 17 th
March 2017.
Anzac Parade – Tuesday 24th April 2017
This is an annual Parade in Edinburgh and they are hoping to encourage a wider
attendance by Associations and particularly Standard Bearers.
The Battle of Passchendaele Commemorations
Planning is still ongoing and being arranged by Crieff Remembers and Legion Scotland.
It will be in the form of a Parade on Sunday 30th July from Crieff Town Centre to the
park where there will be a Drumhead Service followed by other activities. They are
looking for Regimental Associations and Standards to take part.
Standard Bearers Course
Starting on Monday night 7th March in Redford Barracks, Legion Scotland are running a
Standard Bearers Course for interested parties. I am just waiting for full details but have
got Kenny Lawson interested (there won't be any beating him!!) and also another
member. If other branches have anyone interested they could attend as well.
Clay Pigeon Shooting
They run these as a comradeship events at Craigie Hall once or twice a month when the
weather gets better. Just waiting to hear the dates. Each date can take about 30, the cost
is minimal and they are popular with other associations. Could be fun if members from
across the branches are interested.
If anyone wishes to attend any of these functions please contact Neil Crockett by email
neilcrockett@btopenworld.com

The Armed Services Trauma Rehabilitation Outcome Study (ADVANCE STUDY)
Request for Volunteers
The ADVANCE STUDY is an innovative study and the first of its kind in a British
military casualty population. The Study is funded by the MoD and the charity, Help for
Heroes. It has also received funding from the Libor fund and is being co-ordinated by
Wg Cdr Alex Bennett at DMRC Headley Court.
This 20 year study will investigate the long-term medical and psychosocial outcomes of
battlefield casualties from Iraq and Afghanistan (2001-2014) and will ensure these
deserving men and women are not forgotten during and after their transition into civilian
life.
The aim of the study is to compare the long-term health, psychosocial and occupational
outcomes of seriously injured battlefield casualties (military) from Iraq and Afghanistan
(2001-2014) with those deployed but not injured to see if the injured group are at
increased risk of:•
•
•
•
•

Cardiovascular disease
Osteoarthritis
different mental health outcomes
different long-term quality of life outcomes
different occupational health outcomes

This is a very important study and crucial to helping us to learn more about what
happens to our military wounded in the long-term.
The results of the Study will help to support future injured servicemen and women and
their medical and healthcare providers and plan the best care possible.
It seeks to ensure these deserving individuals are not forgotten during and after their
transition into civilian life and vital lessons are learned and evidence is gathered from
their treatment and outcomes that will influence and change care and rehabilitation for
all future battlefield casualties.
Full details are at the Study's website http://www.advancestudydmrc.org.uk

PARTICIPATION
The Study is looking to recruit 1200 participants overall who were deployed to Iraq
and/or Afghanistan between 2001 and 2014 in two groups.
The “Exposed” group is a group of 600 men who suffered serious battlefield injury
whilst on deployment.
The “non-exposed” group is a similar sized group of men who also deployed to Iraq
and/or Afghanistan but were uninjured or received injuries which did not require
aeromedical evacuation and immediate admission to a UK NHS hospital. Participants in
this group are matched against those in the “Exposed” group for age, sex, service, rank,
deployment and combat role.
Although the injured cohort is important, the Study wouldn't be able to achieve its aims
without the help from those who were also deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan between
2001 and 2014 and were not injured.
Volunteers
Volunteers are being sought from the Veterans' community for the “The Non-Exposed
Group” who were not injured.
Those who on operations Telic and/or Herrick during this time, may be able to help and
participate in the Study and are asked to consider contacting the Study Team by calling
or emailing them direct on: 01372 384467 or study.team@advancestudydmrc.org.uk
Front cover Photograph
The photograph on the front of the Newsletter is of the Chairman of The B B & O
Branch addressing the Haggis at their Burns Dinner Night.
Also in the photograph on the left is Tam Bates and on the right Pipe Major Graham
Waller.

OBITUARY

Tom Davies
by
Alf Clempsom
Chairman, Preston Branch

Being Preston born and bred it may have been a surprise for some when Tom Davies
enlisted into the Scots Guards on the 17th of April 1963. In actual fact, Tom joined
many fellow Lancastrians into the Regiment which has a long history of recruiting from
Lancashire. 23908827 Guardsman Tom Davies passed out the Guards Depot on 25th
September 1963. Joining the first Battalion of the Regiment four days later. Tom was
posted to Malaysia in 1964, subsequently serving on two operational tours in Sarawak
and Sabah before returning to the UK on the 5th October 1966 to terminate his Colour
Service and he was released from Regular Army Service on the 6th October 1967. In
Tom's Military file on leaving it states that his conduct was “Very Good”. This made me
delve into his conduct sheet further knowing that often soldiers are discharged with
exemplary conduct, so it posed the question, why didn't Tom?
And I found it, Tom's Military conduct sheet reads: “when on active service, Gdsm
Davies at Semengo Camp on the 30th January 1965 threw a chair at 23068183 Lsgt R

Patterson, whilst he was exercising authority as the Superior Officer”.
Although I couldn't find it on the records, I am sure a short spell of detention in the
Guard Room or Regimental Jail followed.
Character building.
After his service, Tom kept strong links with the Regiment and over many years played
a major part in keeping the Preston Branch of the Scots Guards Associatrion strong,
therefor keeping the profile of the Regiment prominent which without a doubt helped
with recruiting in the area. He was the main local link to the Regiment and whenever
they were here in Lancashire, they would call Tom and tap into his vast local knowledge.
With his hard work, diligence and own unique brand of humour Tom, as the Secretary
and Treasurer of the Branch always ensured that the Preston Branch Annual Dinner was
an outstanding event, gaining the reputation of being the best Scots Guards Association
Dinner in the country.
It was also down to Tom to ensure all members kept up to date with their subscriptions,
often letting them know in his own straight forward, blunt and effective way, they were
bad debtors.
Being a Preston City Councillor, he also forged strong links between the Scots Guards
and the Council, and I know a Scots Guards Plaque hangs proudly in the Mayor's
Chamber right now.
Tom carried the Scots Guards Association Standard at many civic and remembrance
events and was also the parade marshal for many veterans parades, often joking that he
was the only one on parade that was in step.
Tom was fiercely proud of both his military service and his work with the many Military
Organisations he was involved with.
Speaking on behalf of the extremely large Scots Guards family and personally, I would
like to thank Tom's family for his outstanding contribution to the Regiment over many
years.
Tom, your stag is over, your duty done, stand down Soldier!.

TATTOOS
A former Scots Guardsman, Ian Alexander, who had two tattoos done, one on the back
of each leg, wrote:
“This guy is very close to my heart indeed. I have spoken to his grandson by text, also
John won his VC just 700 metres from my house in Fontaine Notre dame (Cambrai) – I
visit the location regularly walking my dogs.
I also had two awsome tattoos done by a military tatooist in September, Fred McNess
VC (15/9/16), but the best one was a tattoo of McAulay, as you will see on the photos
attached.

The tattooed legs

